Guide to the NC Civics and Economics End of Course Exam

· Civics: the study of citizenship and govt.

· Citizen: a member of a community with a govt. and laws

· Government is the power and authority that rules a country

· A govt. makes laws, provides services and keeps order

· A dictatorship is a form of govt. where 1 person or a small group control all aspects of their citizens lives

· A democracy is a form of govt. where the people hold the power to rule

· There are 2 types of democracy: direct and representative

· American citizens are instrumental in influencing the workings of the govt.

· Almost everyone born in the US is a citizen of the US

· A child whose parents are US citizens is automatically a US citizen

· If 1 parent is a US citizen and the other is not, that child is said to have dual citizenship with both countries

· Aliens: those who live in the US who are not yet citizens

· Immigrants: aliens who come to the US with the intention of living here permanently

· Immigrants with special skills or family situations are given preferential treatment

· Any illegal alien may be deported 

· Aliens have all the rights of US citizens except they may not vote and they must carry an ID card

· Naturalization is the process of becoming a US citizen; there are many steps to the process

· Every 10 years the US holds a census to count the # of people here

· The US is often called a nation of immigrants

· Many diverse groups have migrated to this country over the centuries

· During the 1920’s the govt. began placing quotas on the number of immigrants allowed in

· Refugees: those who have lost their home b/c of famine, war, or oppression

· Melting Pot vs. Salad theory

· Americans have migrated to the West and South over the past few decades

· In 1215 the Magna Carta limited the power of the King and increased parliament’s power

· Parliament became a legislature that made laws

· This power came from the citizens

· 1689 the English Bill of Rights was written which guaranteed parliament’s power

· A colony is a group of people in 1 place ruled by the govt. of another place

· 1607- Jamestown

·  The House of Burgess: 1619- 1st attempt at a representative govt. and legislature

· 1620- Mayflower Compact: set up a direct democracy and town meetings

· Mercantilism: the theory that a country should sell more products than it buys

· French and Indian War forced Britain to levy taxes on the colonies

· Stamp Act, “No taxation w/o representation, and the Intolerable Acts

· 1774: 1st Continental Congress

· King George III refused all the colonist’s demands

· Lexington and Concord, Independence, and the 2nd Constitutional Congress in 1775

· Dec. of Ind.- written mainly by Thomas Jefferson- July 4, 1776

· Unalienable rights: “Life, liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”

· People are equal- Rousseau

· Natural Rights & Social contract theory- Locke

· (1781- 1787)Articles of Confederation: 1 house legislatures and the had the power to control an Army

· It had NO power to tax

· Shays’s Rebellion- accelerated the need to form a more powerful central govt.

· 1787-1788: Constitutional debate

· Virginia and New Jersey plans- The Constitutional Compromise

· 3/5th compromise dealing with slavery. 2/3rd senatorial approval of treaties

· Pro-Const.- Federalist

· Anti-Const.- Anti- Fed.

· The Constitutional was ratified in 1788; it is the basic law of the land and stands for our ideals and beliefs about govt.

· Preamble’s 6 goals: more perfect union, establish justice, domestic tranquillity, common defense, general welfare, and the blessings of liberty

· Created 3 branches w/ checks and balances and separation of powers

· 7 Articles and 27 total Amendments

· The Framers believed in 4 basic ideas: pop. Sovereignty, limited govt., federalism, and separation of powers

· Established 3 types of powers: enumerated, Reserved, and Concurrent

· Amending process- Federal and States roles

· Not an easy process, intentionally made difficult

· Necessary and Proper Clause: allows Congress to make any law that is necessary to carry out its duties- Implied Powers

·  1st 10 Amendments are the Bill of Rights- the Anti-Fed. Fought hard for this to be added to the Const.

· 11-27 have been added over the years to deal with pressing national matters

· The rights of American citizens come from 3 sources: Dec. of Ind., Const., and legislative laws.

· There are 3 categories of rights: security( due process ), equality( equal protection ), and liberty( Civil Rights )

· There are limits on your rights

· Civil Rights Movement: Slavery, Jim Crow, Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965, and Affirmative Action

· Duties: things your are required by law to do- obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, serve in court, and attend school.

· Responsibilities: things that you should do to be a good citizen- be informed, vote, participate in govt., Respect others rights, and respect diversity.

· All citizens should volunteer to help their community, govt., can’t do it all

· A political party is an organization made up of people who share similar ideas about how the country should be governed

· Candidates: people seeking elected office

· The US has a 2-party system

· Since the beginning of the nation, we have almost always had 2 major parties vying for control

· Fed. vs. Anti-Fed.; Democratic- Republicans, Whigs and Democrats

· The Democratic and Republican Party have been the 2 major parties since 1856.

· They disagree mainly with the means needed to achieve their ends

· Both parties try to attract new members, thus they usually stay close to the center of most issues

· Transition is usually smooth no matter what party wins election

· Minor or third parties often find it difficult to win office; often, 1 of the major parties will adopt their ideas if they are very popular

· Third-parties often enjoy the “spoiler role” Bull Moose

· Multi-Part System: a system with often dozens of political parties

· Voters have greater choice, difficult to form a consensus to form a new govt.

· Plurality vs. Majority rule

· Problems of coalition govt.- instability

· 1-party govt.: only candidates of the 1 party are allowed to run for office- Communist Party in China and former USSR

· Democrats: more Catholic, working people, minorities, and those that believe govt. can help

· Republican: more business people, Protestants, and those opposed to govt. involvement

· Party members nominate and campaign

· Patronage: giving jobs to those who helped you get elected

· Party Organization: Precinct Worker, Precinct Captain, City Committee, State Committee, National Committee

· Platform: statement of a parties goals; each goal is a plank

· Political Parties have many basic functions: nominate, inform, carry the message, watchdog, and serves as a link b/w state and fed. govt.

· Many local elections are nonpartisan affairs

· Voting is one of the major responsibilities of any citizen

· A responsible voter will prepare before going to vote

· Usually about 50% of the electorate votes

· Some citizens are not allowed to vote b/c of institutionalization, residence requirements, illness, or absence

· The literacy test and poll tax where old factors that limited voter participation

· The # 1 reason people don’t vote is apathy

· Elections are a 2 part process: nominating and running for office

· Nominating- caucus, nominating conventions, and primary elections( closed and open)

· Running for office- endorsements, advertising, and campaigning.

· Financing the election- presidential election cost hundreds of millions of dollars

· Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971- wanted to prevent wealthy American from buying the election

· An individual may contribute $1,000 dollars per election.

· A PAC may contribute $5,000 per election

· Those groups may contribute an unlimited amount to the Party

· Voters may vote either Split or Straight ticket

· Most  elections are deiced by the Popular vote

· The Presidency is decided by the Electoral College

· Initiatives: where citizens propose laws

· Proposition: citizens propose laws to be voted on

· Referendum: voters accept or reject a law passed by the state legislative

· Recall: where voters can vote to remove an elected official

· Interest Group: people who share a similar view and work to promote it.

· Economic IG’s: Chamber of Commerce, AFL-CIO, ABA

· Others: NAACP, Sierra Club, and Green Peace

· IG’s attempt to bring issues to the attention of law makers

· Lobbyist: those who  work for IG’s and attempt to persuade govt., official to support their group’s policies

· IG’s and PAC’s offer a much needed source of campaign funding for candidates

· Opinion Polls are used to measure the public’s opinion on certain issues

· The Representation in Congress was one of the largest battles during the ratification of the Const.

· The US has a bi-cameral legislature

· House of Rep. and the Senate

· House: 25yrs old, US citizen, 7yrs residence, and living in that state- 2yr terms

· Senate: 30yrs old, US citizen, 9yrs residence, and living in that state- 6yr terms

· Each state is guaranteed at least 1 member of the House

· House members rep. a district w/n a state

· Each district should have a similar population

· Senate member rep. an entire states

· Each state has 2 members

· Every 2 years a new Congress begins

· Congress is in session almost year-round nowadays.

· The House had 435 members and thus has much stricter rules of debate than the 100 member senate

· House Leaders: Speaker, Majority Leader & Whip, Minority Leader & Whip

· Senatorial Leaders: VP, Pres. Pro Tempore, and the Majority & Minority leaders

· Most of the work of congress is done in committee

· There are 3 types of committees: standing, Select, and Joint.

· Membership is based on majority party and seniority

· Congress has both Expressed ( Art. I ) and Implied powers( N & P Clause)

·  Has the power to propose new amendments and to impeach

· All bills dealing with apportionment( money ) must being in the House

· The Senate has the power to approve most presidential appointments 

· Congress is foreboded from doing many things: Bills of Attainder and Ex Post Facto Laws. 

· May not interfere with the reserved powers of the States

· “How a Bill Becomes a Law”

· Idea-Congress-President

· President: 35yrs old, Natural born US citizen, 14yr residence- 2 4-year terms

· The President of the US is the head of the executive branch of govt. He is responsible for enforcing all of the nation’s laws

· The Pres. Has many roles: Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Chief of State, Party Leader, Judicial Leader, and Legislative Leader

· The VP is responsible for residing over the Senate and is next in line of succession

· The President’s cabinet is made of the heads of the executive departments, VP, and other important officials- main job is to advise the President

· 25th Amendment sets the line of Presidential succession

· The White House Office is the Presidents closest advisers- Chief  of Staff and the Press Sec.

· OMB- Budget; NSC- Security

· George Washington established the first 3 executive departments: State, Treasury, and War

· The other 11 were added as needed by the congress

· The Spoils System: The Practice  of giving jobs to those who are loyal to the party

· Merit System: Pendleton Act 1890- govt., jobs would be given to the most qualified

· Civil Servants: those who serve the govt. and the citizens

· The Judicial Branch is the 3rd branch of the Federal Govt.

· Article III creates the Supreme  Court and allows congress to create any needed inferior court

· The US has a separate court system for criminal and civil cases

· The Federal Court system has jurisdiction in only 8 instances: the Const., fed. law, maritime laws, suits where the govt. is involved, b/w states, citizens of different states, foreign govt., and ambassadors.- in these cases the court has exclusive jurisdiction

· Some cases the Fed. and State govt. shares jurisdiction- concurrent

· 1789: District Court was created, it has original jurisdiction

· It has jurisdiction w/n its district, all states have at least 1 and no more than 4. 

· All cases will be tried in the district where the crime was committed

· Judges are appointed by the President and approved by the Senate

· District Courts have Magistrates,  DA, Asst. DA’s, and Marshals

· 1891: US Court of Appeals- created to ease the caseload on the Supreme Court

· It has appellate jurisdiction

· There are 4 reasons why someone may appeal: district court followed a wrong procedure, did not apply the law correctly, new evidence, and appeal  fed. agency ruling

· There are 12 appellate courts through the nation

· Cases w/n that circuit may be hared by that Court of Appeals

· The Court of Appeals may make 3 possible rulings: uphold, overturn, or remand

· The US Supreme court is the highest court in the land

· It has original and appellate jurisdiction, but it is mainly the Final Appeals Court

· Only those cases that have broad national appeal will be heard

· The Court’s major weapon in the Checks and Balances against the other 2 branches is the power of Judicial review established by Marbury v, Madison

· The Court has the power to determine if a law is in agreement with the Const; if nit it is deemed unconst.

· There are checks on the power of the Court.- Congress may help pass an amendment and the Senate has final authority over who is approved to serve on the Court

· The President appoints all new justices and is responsible for enforcing the Courts rulings- Worchester v. Georgia

· Important Cases: Marbury, Plessy, Roe, Brown, Nixon, Miranda, Gideon, In re Gault, and Schenck

· There is 1 Chief Justice and 8 associate justices

· Most have been white males

· They serve for life

· The Court begins session in October and concludes in the Summer

· Each month is dived in to 2 sessions

· 1st Session: hear arguments, announce cases that will be heard, and announce decisions

· 2nd Session: read briefs, research cases, and write opinions

· The “Rule of 4” applies

· 6 Justices must be present to hear a case.

· A tie will allow the lower court ruling to stand

· 3 possible opinion: Majority, Concurring, and Dissenting

· America has a Federalist system: power is divided b/w the Fe. And State govt. 

· The Const. gives the basis for this federalist system.

· There are some things the National govt. may do and there are things that the States may not do.

· 10th and 14th Amendments

· Some powers are shared by both- concurrent powers

· Reserved Powers: these powers given to the states

· Supremacy Clause: Article VI states that the Const. is the supreme law of the land. 

· All states must have a republican form of govt.

· Each state has its own Const.

· All state Const. reassemble the Fed. Const.

· Nebraska is the only state that does not have a bi-cameral house

· Federal and State govt. cooperate when possible to accomplish common goals

· Article IV states that all states must give full faith  and credit to the laws and court decisions of other states

· Extradition: returning a suspected criminal to the state where they are to stand trial

· The governor is the head of the State Executive Branch- they reassemble the President in many of their roles

· Most are elected by popular election for 4yr terms

· Many are subject to recall if improper behavior occurs

· The Lt. Gov., is very much like the VP except they are elected in a separate popular vote

· They enforce laws, help pass laws, and prepare a budget

· Commute: reduce a sentence

· Parole: grant early release

· The State Legislatures reassemble the Congress. 

· The Upper and Lower House are elected based on population.

· Apportionment: the distribution of legislative seats based on population

· State legislators have many of the same responsibilities of members of Congress

· Originally it was not intended to be a full-time job, but states grew and so did the need for longer sessions

· Lack of funding is that major problem facing most states today

· The State Judicial Branch is divided very similar to the Fed. Court system

· States prosecute and hear most of the criminal and civil cases

· Lower State Courts handle misdemeanors or minor crimes

· Justice of Peace & Magistrate Courts

· Most larger cities municipal courts that serve the same purpose

· Higher State Courts handle the felonies or serious crimes

· General Trial Court: determines whether someone is guilty or not guilty- may use a jury

· Appellate Courts: usually a 3 judge panel hears the appeal in the same manner as a US court of Appeals

· Many courts are facing the same problems- too many criminals not enough time and jail space- plea bargaining

· Counties vary in size and structure

· The Const. grants no power to local govt. 

· States must charter counties and local municipalities

· CT and RI do not have counties

· County govt.’s main role is to provide services to its citizens

· Counties are ran by an elected board of commissioners

· This Board of Commissioners may be elected based on districts or by at-large seats.

· It has both legislative( laws ) and executive power( inspection laws )

· Ordinance: a law passed by a county

· There are many county officials: Sheriff, DA, coroner, clerk, assessor, treasurer, and auditor

· As people have moved out of the cites and in to the surrounding counties, the need for more services and thus larger county govt. has increased   

· Counties are often divided up into smaller units

· Towns, Townships, and Villages

· Counties may setup special districts to handle a certain problem- school district ran by the board or rural fire depts. 

· City govt. is the most common form of govt.

· May be as small as 2,500 people and they are usually the centers of business, arts, and education

· Residents live close together and face the problems of crime and drugs

· Must be charted by the State govt.

· Home Rule: when a state allows cities to govern themselves

· Cities govern themselves in many different forms: Strong Mayor-Council, Weak Mayor-Council, Manager-Council, and Commission govt.

· Metropolitan   area: City + Suburbs surrounding that city

· Cities face the same problems as states: the demand for increased services w/o increased taxes

· Flight from the city, leaving only the poor who cannot afford more taxes

· As American we have many legal rights and responsibilities

· Laws: the rules that are binding to all people living in a particular area

· Laws help keep order in our lives

· Good laws share 4 common characteristics: fair, reasonable, understandable, enforceable

· Hammaurabi’s Code was the 1st set of written laws.

· Jurisprudence: study of law

· English Law gave us Common Law: law based on previous court decisions or precedents

· England also gave the US the idea of citizens rights

· Legislative Branch: makes laws; Executive Branch: enforces laws; Judicial Branch: interpret laws

· As Americans we have basic legal rights: writ of habeas corpus, ex post facto laws, bills of attainder, due process, and equal protection

· Rights of those accused of a crime(5th-8th Amendment): grand jury, right against self-incrimination, adequate defense, speedy and public trail, jury, double jeopardy, and appeals

· The govt., cannot set excessive bail or impose cruel punishments

· There are many types of laws: criminal ( crimes ), civil ( contract ), Const., Administrative ( exec. agencies ), and International laws

· Civil Cases  involve a lawsuit, many times when 1 party has been negligence or broken a contract

· Procedure: File a suit, summons, decision

· Criminal Cases involve the braking of some type of law

· 2 types of crimes: against people and against property

· The Penal Code establishes the different degrees of seriousness for each crime- 1st and 2nd degree murder

· Penalties usually depend on the seriousness of the crime and previous record of the criminal

· Penalties serve 4 functions: punishment, protect society, serves as a deterrent, and prepares criminal to reenter society

· Indeterminate sentencing vs. determinate sentencing

· Procedure in Criminal courts: Arresting the suspect, Preliminary hearing, indictment, Arraignment, possible plea bargain, the trial, verdict, and sentencing

· Juveniles are tried differently from adults

· They have most of the same rights of adults

· In re Gault

· Juveniles can be sentenced to training schools, treatment centers, or the DA may ask that they be tried as adults
· Economics is the study of how things are made, bought, sold, and used.

· Goods and services are the things that help satisfy people’s needs and wants

· Goods: products that can be manufactured or grown

· Services: things people do for others in exchange for money

· The goods and services that a country can produce is based on its resources

· Resources: things used in the making goods and providing services

· No country is fortunate enough to have all the resources needed. 

· All countries have scarcity in some major resources

· For most individuals, $ is a scarce resource

· Opportunity Costs: the highest valued alternative to something

· Ex. The Opp. Cost of studying for the EOC is working or watching TV

· Since $ is a scarce resource, all people have to make choices and tradeoffs-giving up one good or service for another

· Scarcity affects what and how much of something is produced. It affects how goods and services will be produced

· Consumers: those who buy and use products

· Supply: the amount of each good or service that is available to consumers

· Law of Supply: a producer will produce more goods at a higher price

· Demand: the amount of a good or service  that consumers are willing to buy

· Law of Demand: consumers are willing to buy more of  a product at a lower cost

· Elastic Demand: the amount demanded for a good varies greatly based on the price

· Inelastic demand the amount of a good demanded only varies slightly if any at all based on price

· If supply goes up, and demand goes down, price goes down

· If supply goes up, and demand goes up, price will go up

· The balance b/w the supply and demand curve equals the equilibrium price

· Under the system of supply and demand, the consumer influences what goods and services will be produced and how much of that product will be produced

· For any good or service to be produced there must be 4 elements: Capital, land & natural resources, labor, and management

· Marketing: getting goods to the consumers

· Advertising is used to increase demand and demand will usually increase the amount that is supplied

· There are 3 basic economic systems throughout the world: Traditional( rural ), Command( total govt. control ), and Market ( consumers make decisions based on supply and demand )

· Most countries have a mixture where govt. and the individual producers share responsibilities for making economic decisions

· There are 3 basic ways that businesses are organized and managed: Sole Proprietorship, Partnership, and the Corporation

· There are 4 different types of competition: Perfect Competition( large number of firms, no one firm can control the market ), Monopolistic Competition( almost the same as the Perfect Competition except that the product that is made is slightly different ), Oligopoly( Few producers, anyone firm can alter the market ) and a Monopoly

· The Business Cycle has 4 phases

· Phase 1: prosperity and increased business activity

· Phase 2: peak economic performance

· Phase 3: period of decline and cutbacks

· Phase 4: recession and high unemployment

· Depression: a serve and prolonged recession

· The Great Depression( 1929-1939) and FDR’s New Deal programs

· The US govt. uses 2 methods to regulate the economy

· Fiscal Policy: the way that the govt. taxes and spends money

· To increase economic activity the govt. can cut taxes or increase spending

· Monetary Policy: the way that the govt. regulates the amount of money in circulation

· The Federal reserve Bank controls this flow

· The Fed is bank for the banks

· The Fed is in charge of raising or lowering interest rates

· Higher IR’s means less money in circulation- “Tight Money”

· Lower IR’s means more money in circulation- “Loose Money

· The govt. measures the economy by the Gross Domestic Product( GDP )

· GDP: the total amount in dollars of all goods and services produced w/n 1 year

· Higher GDP = expanding economy

· Lower GDP = declining economy

· Personal income: income b/f taxes

· Disposable income: money consumers have to spend on goods and services after their taxes are paid

· GDP, Personal income, Disposable income tell the govt. about your standard of living: the quality of life based on the thee amount of goods and services that can be purchased

· Inflation: general rise in prices

· As demand goes up, prices rise b/c people are competing to buy things

· Inflation means people can buy less with their money

· Reducing inflation can cause increased unemployment

· 1800’s and Early 1900’s the govt. practiced laissez-faire

· Monopolies: when 1 company or small group controls the supply of all or most of a good or service

· Usually means less competition and lower quality

· Monopolies are formed by either merger or trusts- Standard Oil

· Public Utilities: legal monopolies regulated by the govt.

· The govt. also provides services like the National Weather Service and the Census

· Labor Unions where formed to get better working conditions, shorter hours, and higher pay

· AFL-CIO

· Collective Bargaining, Arbitration, and Mediation

· Union tactics: strike, sick-out, and slowdown

· Management tactic: lock-out

· 1935- National Labor Relations Act

· 1947-Taft-Hartley Act: banned the closed shop, but allowed the union shop

· Open Shop and “right to work states”

· Banking is the business that deals w/ money

· The Federal or State charters banks 

· Most are members of the Fed. Reserve System

· Banks loan money-Collateral

· Banks give people a place to keep money and make convenient purchases with checks and credit cards

·  During the 1800’s the govt. allowed the banks to lend too much money and not keep enough on hand

· “run on the banks”

· 1913: Fed. Reserve System

· Set up 1 bank in each of the 12 districts

· All member banks are required to keep a certain amount on hand and on reserve at the Fed. Bank in their district

· Fed. Deposit Insurance Company

· FDIC: insures depositor for up to $100,000 if the bank fails

· The govt. funds the many programs and services provided to the nation by taxing the citizens

· The govt. is limited in the number and severity of taxes it can levy on its citizens

· Progressive Tax: a tax in which people who earn more money pay more taxes 

· Regressive or “flat” Tax: a tax in which all people pay the same amount 

· Types of taxes: Income, Property, Sales, FICA, and tariffs

· Deficit: an excessive amount of govt. spending

· Debt: total amount owed  by the govt.

