APUS ESSAY TOPICS

Many issues contributed to the development of the two earliest political parties, the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans.  Discuss how their views on foreign relations and national economic policy differed.

Beginning in 1763, colonists faced a series of conflicts that led to the break with Great Britain.  Discuss these crises, stressing the role of each in the growth of the independence movement.

The history of each ethnic group in the United States is distinctive, and yet the struggle of diverse peoples to achieve freedom and equality exhibit common elements.  Evaluate the accuracy of this statement by discussing the immigrant experience of two of the following:


Jewish immigrants during the late 19th century


Italian immigrants during the late 19th and early 20th centuries


Japanese immigrants during the late 19th and early 20th centuries

Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal included strong measures.  The effects of these strong programs were mostly positive.  Defend this position.  

In the 1740s, Great Britain and France realized that a struggle for control of North America was inevitable.  Accept or refute this statement and cite evidence to support your position.

In the 1840s, the idea of manifest destiny appealed to many Americans.  Define the concept and explain the effects on the policies of the United States government and on its citizens.

Compare the contributions of two of the following to the economy and society of the US from the late 19th century to the early 20th century


Cornelius Vanderbilt


Ida Tarbell


Andrew Carnegie



Samuel Gompers 

From 1960 to 1980, rivalry between the US and the USSR dominated world affairs.  Explain how US foreign policy changed from Cold War to détente, only to cool again in the late 1970s.

"Events on the frontier between 1763 and 1788 and the development of government policies in response to them were more significant for the development of the US than the events that took place in the settled areas of the eastern seaboard between 1763 and 1788."  Evaluate this statement.

"American history reveals that government by the majority can be divisive and that the views of the minority must be considered in executing policy."  Assess the validity of this statement for the period 1793-1812.

In what ways was the change in the political control of the federal government a result of economic issues in TWO of the following presidential elections?


McKinley's defeat of Cleveland in 1896

Roosevelt's defeat of Hoover in 1932


Wilson's defeat of Taft in 1912


Reagan's defeat of Carter in 1980

Compare and contrast the issues that led to reform and the reforms that were introduced in TWO of the following periods.


The Jackson Era

The New Deal period

The Kennedy/Johnson years

What were political parties formed in the new nation and what were the major differences among political parties in the years 1971-1820?

What events on the frontier had a major impact on national history in the years 1789-1829?

How did the Jeffersonian Republicans' policy of economic boycott in the years 1807-1812 affect the new nation?

Why did the US not go to war against England in 1794 and against France in 1798-99?

"The Declaration of Independence issued a call for a democratic government of equal citizens that was rejected by the writers of the Constitution, who created an aristocratic government that benefited only the wealthy few."   Assess the validity of this statement.

IN what ways did the emerging sectional conflicts within the US manifest themselves in the election of Andrew Jackson and in the domestic policies of the nation in the years 1828- 1837?

IN what ways did the concept of Manifest Destiny affect the foreign and domestic policies of the US in the years 1840- 1850?

IN what respect did EACH of the following represent in their expressed opinions and actions the viewpoints of the section of the nation from which he came?


Calhoun - the South

Clay - the West  

Webster - the North

Describe two problems that were important causes of the Civil War and explain how the Civil War and Reconstruction provided solutions to the problems.

TO what extent do you agree or disagree that the North had won the Civil War before it began?

"The Civil Rights legislation of the 1960s recaptured for African Americans the social and political status they held briefly under Reconstruction."  Assess the validity of this generalization.

IN what ways are the issues that led to the Civil War similar to those that led to the American War for Independence?

Compare the contributions of TWO of the following to the economic well-being of the US in the period 1881-1915:
Ida Tarbell
John D. Rockefeller
Theodore Roosevelt 
 Henry Ford

"IN understanding the nature of a reform movement it is important to know what it seeks to preserve as to know what it seeks to change."  Compare the Populist and Progressive Reform movements of the late 19th and early 20th centuries in light of this statement.

In what ways did THREE of the following affect the development of the West?


Introduction of barbed wire

Building of the railroads


Introduction of the McCormick Reaper
End of the Indian Wars

IN the period 1793-1812 the US was a small nation pushed around by the big powers;  in the period 1895-1911 the US was a big power that pushed around small nations.    Compare the foreign policy of the US in these two time periods to test the validity of this statement.

Defend the position that Franklin D. Roosevelt was the greatest president in the history of the US."

"War has united Americans more closely than any other activity."  Discuss this statement and test its validity by references to American  history during the years 1812-1824 and 1912-1924.

"The social changes during the Jacksonian period were greater and more profound than the social changes of the post-World War I period."  Assess the validity of this statement

Republicans have been the party of Big Business and depression: the Democrats have been the party of the Common Man and of War."  State whether you agree or disagree with this statement and defend your position with reference to TWO of the following events:


Panic of 1893 and Spanish American War

Great Depression and WWII


Panic of 1907 and WWI

IN what ways did the administrations of Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon continue the containment policy of Truman?

Describe three economic reform measures passed as part of the New deal Program of the 1930s and explain the importance of to the economic growth of the post-World War II period.

Compare the efforts for international cooperation and peace in the 20 years after WWI with those efforts for international cooperation and peace pursued in the 20 years after WWII.  Why do you believe the latter were more successful in preventing a world war?

