AP US EXAM STRUCTURE

Multiple Choice:  (20% colonial-1789, 50% 1790-1914, 30% 1915-present)

· 80 multiple choice questions

· Ideally, at least 65 correct

· 55 minutes

· 50% of total exam

· Seek to eliminate possible answer choices you know to be wrong

· If you do not have a clue, still answer the question

· Don’t leave any blank

Free Response Section:
· 2 Essays (13.5 % Each)

· Generally 1st 2 questions deal with pre-1865, 2nd 2 post-1865

· Choose 1 of each

· Nail your Intro and Thesis (Sets the tone)

· Stay away from BS and stick to the facts that accurately answer the prompt-no one cares if you are a literary genius

· Get to the point and move on-KISS

· Define key points and EXPLAIN significance

· ANSWER THE PROMPT

DBQ:
· 1 Essay (23 % of grade)

· 15 minute reading time of documents (jot down all notes pertaining to the document)

· Outside information is key, DO NOT RESTATE DOCUMENT

· Every sentence or sentences pertaining to document, reference the document

· Don’t wait until the end of the paragraph

· Cite as many documents as possible

· Do not simply repeat the prompt

· ANSWET THE PROMPT
